DISCOURSE 


|  Edification: 
ANSWER 


QUESTION, 

Whether it is Lawful for any 
Man to forſake the Commu- 
nion of the Church of England , 
and go to the Separate Meetings, 
becauſe he can better Edife 


there ? 
Fay Gregory Horcard,, dean o; Wind$or = | 


The Second EDI TION. 


LONDON: Printed by F.C. and Freeman Collins, for Fincham 
Gardiner at the White-Horſe in Ludgate-ſtreet. 1684. 


CO ne EPI 


DISCOURSE 
| About 


EDIFICATION: 
- >: Anſwerto a Queſtion, 


-Hether it u lawful for any 
' Man to forſake the Come 
 munion of the Church of 
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ings, becauſe be can better Edifie there ? 


Ack; Tris Unlawful. / ter. 


To make this plam, ins Hhingsavalt ds CON» 
ſider'd : a 


_ Firft, What ſort of Perſon this is, who asks this 
Queſtion. 


Secondly, What he _ by Edification. 


As 
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As to the Perſon, he is ſuppos'd to be one, that i is 
fully-fatisfied, that he may-la 
_ with 'the- Church of England 'That- there. are_nq 
Terms of Communion put upon him, but which he 
can comply withal with af, good Conſcience ; That 
there is nothing in it contrary to the Word of God, 
natural Reaſon , or_ plain Conſequences fetcht from 
both” of eithetf, And the - he whothinks, that 
there are ſome things- unlawful in the Communion of 
the Church of Eng/and, is not concern'd in the Que- 
| ſtion; for he ſeparates tipo the Account of Unlaw- 
fulnels, and not Edification onely, as is luppov' | in the 
Queſtion. 7 * a 
* Secondly, By Edification is micattt, art Improvemeyr 
of his Spiritual Condition in the full latitude, wherein-. 
foever it imay\\nul rrogfift;) winther ip Abg fFticles of 
his Faith, which in the ſeparate Congregations are 
better taught, more clearly prov'd... more fitly appli'd 
> ljs practice, and toſupipont His hopes'of Hen ;.0r 
whether in the'Rules of, Life, which are > Micke | 
xatlylaid dowy , artd more ſtrongly & of6rc” Won. | 
vn «7 orin Phyets, whichamong Av are hetter 


WP 2nd.m ap rently nt up udta Gad ; and 
all o (> rts Ae Devoros, wah rin are; better 
Cam fodentts afle& his Svul, \and-make a truly 
Chriſtian man. 

Theſe two things -being; explainid, and premisd , 
the Anſwer to the Queſtion will be found true, if we 
confideritHhefefolowing Reaſons:-!-; -; |; 

7. That the Ground upon which the Queſtion ſtands. 
1s falſe, viz. There is not better Edification to be had 
m the Sepatate Meetings, than in re: Anke | 
Church of England. 


This will appear, if we conſider, 
1. How apt and fit the whole Confliturion of the 


Church 


? 


Ctnarch' 6f Evg/ond' 7 __ 
"> Tre ths Crain is "wall v8 ge! nd 
nag'd,” by the Paſtors of our Church, for Edificati” 


a ay - peat, 
- Fic firſÞ wil be' magifeſt by Tadution', if we, cons 
ſider the ſevtral'parts of her Conftithitior); reducible'ts 
theſe following Heads'; | : f; F Fn | "Ow 7 In 5 - i - - 
1. Her Creeds or Articles.of Faith are thoſe which 
our  Diſſentters' themſelves allow; which are full and 
plain, containing alf Neceſſaries arid Fandammentals in 
Religion; ! nothing defeQive in Vitals of Tntegtals," to 
make up' the Body of true Chriſtian Church.” ” Chriſt 
that founded* his Churclt, beſt. knew what” was abſo-. 
lutely neceffary to her being; and there is nothing that _ 
he hath-declar'd to be fo, bur is contain'd rr her'Creeds: 
Whatever is fundamental for us to know of the Nature 
of God, is to be: found there Fa” bo ie Conſequences 
deduced*from-them. © Would we'know what we onght 
to- | believe of the Nature of Chriſt or his Off 
ces," the Deſigns of his coming upon Earth,, the Con-. 
ftitution.of his Reign and Government; the Rewatds 
ind Puniſhments 'of” his Laws, the Times of Account 
and Retribution, the mighty Miracles and extraordinary 
Atts of Providence to confirm. theſe ; we may reac 
them at large in Holy Writ, and find wiſely ſumm'd 
up in our Creeds. Whoſe Articles, to help' the' Me- 
mories of Mea, are ſhort and few; '.and 'to affiſt the - 
dulnefs of their Underſtandings , are manifeft 'and 
plain; they containing no more, than"what was ſome / 
way or other, either fuppos'd before, -or included in, 


or following from that brief Creed , the Charadter f 
. 1 John4. 


4-true Chriſtian, that Jeſus is the Chriff, the Son of Go 


Wharever is any way reveal'd by God as neceſſary, !5 55. 


is an Article of, our Faith: nothing that .is nice and 
obſcure, fit onely for diſpute and wrangling, is brought 


[5] 


into our Creed ;..all-whoſe Articles: are Primitive, and- 
of - Divine right ; ' none: of, them purely ſpeculative. or 
curious, but plain and: uſeful in order to praQtice, na- 
turally leading to an Holy Life, the end of all Reli- 
gion. We love every thing that is truly ancient and 
Apoſtolical , but we cannot call that an eternal truth, 
which was but yeſterday ; and we are ready to em- 
brace all truth, but we cannot call that the High-Prieſt, 
which is but the Fringe of his Garment. We believe 
all that the early Chriſtians in the firſt 300 Years 
thought ſufficient for them to know ( and they were 
very ſecure that this would fave them.) And if any 
trurh be diſguis'd or defac'd by the iniquity of the. 
deſcending Ages, we are ready to receive it, whenever 
it-3s made cleer, and reſtor'd to its former ſhape and- 
complexion ; we caſting out obſtinacy and perverineſs 
out of our Praftice., as well as niceneſs out of our 
Creed. That Creed that Chriſt and his Apoſtles 
_- the Saints,, Martyrs, and Confeſſors, the Wiſe 
and Goad Men in the firſt and pureſt days of Chri- 
ſtianity believ'd, and were ſecure of Heaven by it, and 
therefore added no-more ; that Faith this Church main- 
tains, which will ſufficiently and effeftually Edifie the 

Souls of Men. | 
' 2. The Neceſſity ſhe lays upon a Good Life and 
Warks. For this 1s the ſolemn intention of all Reli- 
Þ+ gion, our Creed , our Prayers, our Sacraments, and 
| Diſcipline, and all Devotion. Her Creed is fuch, that 
all its Articles fo dire&tly, or by natural conſequence, 
lead unto Virtue and Holineſs, that no man can firmly 
believe th:m, but they muſt ordinarily influence his 
Manners, and better his Converſation ; and if by vir- 
{ tue of his Creed his Life is not mended , he cither ig- 
no'antly and groſly miſtakes their Conſequences, or is 
wilſu!ly deſperate. Our Church publickly 
tnat 


_ 
that - without Virtues,;.no Ats of Devo- 
59 however with Zeal and Paſſion, .are Plea 
untoGod; and if obedience be: 
ſcene and ſhow. Such a Faith ſhe ys down a 
Ps ies lens re Jy not Fghing and and 
and ſtory, in in 
repeating; but in the TS of Mercy ek 
and. Juſtice, and-ſuch excellent Virtues. = She mn 
no debates between Faith and Good Works, .nor _ 
nicely about the once, nor diſputes ha | 
Mode how joyntly they become the condition a 'R 
vation ; but plainly determines, that withour Faith and 
Good. Works, no Man ſhall ſee God. , She not onely 
keeps to a Form of ſound Words, but to a Converſation 
of equal Firmneſs and Solidity..-. Her Feſtivals ere 'to 


commemorate the Virtues Excellent Mea, and to - 
recommend them as Preſents for, imitation. Her Ce-- 
remonies, which -were -principally deſign'd- for Decene- 


G8 may. alſo remind us of thoſe Virtues w 
Worſbig 


are for Grace-to ſubdue our Follies, and to fortifie hue 


reſolutions for Holineſs. Her diſcipline /is to. laſh the 


ſturdy into Sobriety and Goodneſs.:, And her Homilies - 


are plainly and ſmartly to declare againſt the groſs 
As of lmpicty, and to. perſwade a; true Chriſtian-De-- 


portment. in Word and Deed and her whole Conſtitu» 


tion aims at the Deſign of the Goſpel, to teach-Men to 


live. Seberly.,  Righteouſly , and Godly. . She. flatters, 


and wy 69 or RP Vice, but tells all oure ſin» 
ners 1» that:t a not pray ner-,receive aright, 
that .they;.are:nat abſoly'd, that, their perſons, are not 
juſtified ; | nor can have any true hopes of . Heaven; 
they -purifre, themſelves, and be really-juſt and 
..;She. neither uſeth ;nor, allows any.,nice diſtin- 


Ic 5 in. phin Duties, to; batfle; oug Qbedience z1-nox 
ſuffers. 


ppers. s. of God. Her Collefts, nnd|Petitiong 


Lact 


Cl 
/ 
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" fuffers a-cunning head to ſerverhedeſignsof -a wicked 
heart, 2and-iteach | Men learnedly to ſn j- butCrgeeti 
plain Virtues laid dowwdiftintly! in' Holy Ivrity Bhd 
rauptit by Natural Reafori/End: ConſtragePiwithout 
 callirig chem mean Duties, 6r otditiaty Morality J''tobe 
the great: Ornament-of our: Rehigion, and: the:Soul'of 
oor Feuch.- ('She"-(o68 no abſtruſe ahd iphatiea ſtick Cha! 
raQers nor ay Marks ,''whoſe/tftich'ifimuft be FEfebt 
in by log -dedudtions and eonifequences;- T6 Men 46 
judge by,' whether they ſhall be:fav'd or no; but Faith 
and good Works, 'which the PhilobGphet and mneaneſt 
Chriſtian canedſHyjudge of. Thecdivil fitereſt of xz Na- 
tion is Edd by futh/a-Church,1prbitig,ahie-ritcelſiny 
of poof Works © nbtbaely thereby! entorcing Peiceiand 
Juſtice ;\Pity ahd Tendetnefs; Humility and Kindneſs; 
ond towards: another; but fhe makes Kings fafer, '#nd 
SuBjets mote ſecure, ' condemning -borh 'Tyranny-and - 
Diſobadietice; Parents more obey'4,/atid Subjes' more 
lovd, commanditigecqually.BowelsandAﬀec tr 
Duty and Hogear; Maſters and Setvants;-Hudbai 
and 'Wives ; !ar@ all-Relations,"#re-kept-im their' juſt 
Bounds: and Priviledpes.' -- With other Churches, we 
make good Works neceffaty to Salvation, but think our 
ſelves more ttiadeft and ſecure itf' taking awsy'Arros 
gance and' Merit, -and'advancing the Grace of Chrift: 
With other Men,: we cry up Faith; but not-an hungry 
and -aiftarved orie, but what'is fruitful of good Works; 
and: ſo have all that- others contend for , with greater 
modeſty-and feeurity." SEVER ONT Of! el: : iT, 
.3, How fitly"rtiis'Church iz"e6fſtitited/!ts-exeite 
true Devotion.: '' When we ' make'our Addreſs! uiito 
God, we ought to'hzve worthy arid Feverend Concep- 
tions of his Nature;' a tric 'ſehſe rad plan knowledge 
of the Dity'; and of the" 'Wants and-Nectllitics-for 
which we'p#ay'to beſupphd:” All which our:Church; 

Put to 
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07] "IE 
to help our Devotion, plainly ſets down, deſcribing 
God' by all his Attributes of juſt, wiſe , and laying- 
forth the Vices and Infirmities of Humane Nature , 
and that none elſe but God can cure our needs. - When: 
her Sons are to pray, the matter of her Petitions ate 
not nice and controverted, trivial, or words of a Party ; 
but plain and ſubſtantial, wherein all agree. Her 
Words in Prayer are neither ruſtick nor gay, the whole 
Compoſure neither too tedious nor too ſhort; decently 
order'd to help our Memories and wandring Thoughts. 
Reſponſals and ſhort .Collefts in Publick Devotion 
are ſo far from being her fault, that they are her beauty 
and prudence. - There are few Caſes and Conditions of 
Humane Life, whether of a Civil or Spiritual Nature, 
which have not their proper Prayers and particular 
Petitions for them , at leaſt as is proper for publick 
Devotions: When we return our Thanks, we have 
proper. Offices to enflame our Paſſions, to quicken our 
Reſentment, to excite our Love, and to confirm our 
future Obedience, the beſt inſtance of gratitude. When 
we Commemorate the Paſſion of Chriſt , we have a 
Service fit to move our AﬀeCtions, to afliſt our Faith, 
to enlarge our Charity , to ſhew' forth and-exhibit 
Chriſt and all his bloudy Sufferings, every way to 
qualifie us to diſcharge that great Duty. She hath 
indeed nothing to. kindle-an Enthufiaſtick heat, nor 
any _ that favours of Raptures and Extafies, which 
commonly flow from temper or fraud ;' but that which 
makesus manly devout, our Judgment ſtill guidingour 
AﬀeSions. When we enter firſt into Religion , and 
-go out of the World , we have two proper Offices, 
Baptiſm, and Burial, full of Devotion, to attend thoſe 
purpoſes. Sothat ifany dothnot pray, and give thanks, 
communicate, and live like a Chriſtian, 'tis not. be- 
| cauſe the Services to/promote theſe are too plain, and 
B | hungry, 


lungry,: arly and-'mean; but: thei own mind cs 
ar Sf rs before they. uſe them + remade rn an 
honeſt mind to theſe parts of: Devotion, a true ſenſe of 
God, 'fober and good purpoſes, and affections well di- 
ſpoſed, that which is plain will prove Seraphical, im- 
prove .our Judgment, 'beighten our Pafſions, and make 
the Churcha Grlenindelopdir Without which good 
diſpoſition, our Devotion is but Conſtitution, or: melan- 
choly Peevithneſs, Sullennefs, or Devotion to a Party, a 
Sacrifice that God will not acccept. . | 
4. Her Order and Diſcipline. Such are the Capa- 
cities and Manners of Men, not tobe taught onely by 
naked Vertue,: a natural Judgment, or an immediate 
Teaching of God; but by Miniſtry and Diſcipline, 
decent Ceremonies and Conſtitutions, and other ex- 
ternal Methods : theſe are the outward Pales and 
Guards, the Supplies -and 'Helps for the Weakneſs of 
Humane Nature. Our Church hath fitted and ordered 
theſe ſo well, as neither to want ar to abound-;--not to 
make Religion too gay, nor leave her ſlovingly ; ' nei- 
ther rude nor phantaſtick, but is cloth'd in Dreſſes pro- 
per to a manly Religion ; not to pleaſe or ;gratific our 
ſenſes; ſo as to fix there , but toferve the reaſon and 
judgment of our Mind. | There are none. of our Cere- 
monies, which geod Men, and wiſe Men, have: nor 
judged decent, and ſerviceable to the great'ends of Re- 
ligion; and none of them but. derive themſelyes from 
a very ancient Family, being us'd/.in moſt Ages, and 
moſt of the Churches of God ; and have decency; an- 
tiquity, and uſefulneſs, to plead for them ; to help our 
Memories, to excite our Afﬀections, to render our Ser- 
vices orderly and comely. -Were we indeed. all Soul, 
and ſuch Seraphical'Saints, and grown Men, as we 
make our ſclves, we might then plead againſt ſuch 
external helps ; but when we have Natures of weakneſs 


and - 
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[s] | 
and paſſion ;; theſe: oatward: helps may. be call'd very. 
convenient;, | if hot! generally neceſſary. : and. as our! 
Natureis: mixt of :Soul and/Body;''ſo muſt always our 
Devotion be here ;/ and ſuch God expects, and is pleas'd 
with. Our Church'is neither defeftive in Power and 
Diſcipline (had ſke;her juſtdues;; and others would do + 
well tb joyr with her in her” wiſhes, that they mighr 
be reſtor'd )''which would: turn- all -into Confuſion ; 
nor yet tyrannical ; + want” of Authority breeding as 
many, it not more Miſeries than Tyranny , or t6o 
much'Power:-both'of.them ſevere Curſes of a Nation. 
But her Government; like her. Clime, 'is ſo well tem-. . 
per d*rogether , - that the Members of this Chriſtian 
Society may not be diſſolute or rude. with her, nor 
her Rulers inſolent ; being conſtituted in the Church 
with Their different Names and Titles;, not for luſtre 
and greatneſs, and Secular purpoſes, but for ſuppreſſion 
of Viee, the maintaiamg, of Faith, /Peace , | Order, 
and all Virtues,” the true Edification of Mens Souls. 
And if-+thoſe Vices' are not reprov'd and chaſtized, 
which fall under her Cognizance ,' 'tis not the fault of 
her Power, but becauſe by other, ways ill reſtrain'd ; 
unneceſſary Diviſions'from her, hindring her Diſcipline: 
vpon Offenders,” and' ſo.they hinder that -Edification 
which thy contend for.. This Government is not- 
Modern, Particular, or purely Humane, but Apoſto- 
lical , Primitive, and: Univerſal; to time 'as well 
as place : till ſome private-Perfons, for. Number ,; 
Learning, or /Piety, not"to' be uall'd to'the good: 
Men of old, who defended it, and obey'd it, and ſufs, 
fer'd for it, out of ſome miſtakes of Humane frailty 

* and paſſion, or born down with the -iniquities of the 
times, began 'to_change'it,--and feclaim[againſt/it', 
though ſo very fit and proper to promote roars; 
ict the World. This is a general account of that Edi 
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ſro] CR We rs 
cation that is to:be hadin-that Church in which we- 
live; a more particular 'one would be too long for this 
Diſcourſe : but thus much muſt be faid, that examine 
all her particular Parts, and Offices, you will find none 
of them light, or ſuperſtitious, novel, or too, nume-. 
rous, ill difpos'd, or uncouth , improper. or burthen-. 
ſome, no. juſt cauſe for any to revolt: from- her Com-- 
munion : but conſidering the prefent cireumſtances of 
Chriſtianity, and Men, the befÞ conſtituted Church in 
the World. Tf therefore: Edification: be going on to Per- 
fettion, or growing in Grace ; if it is f good to the 
Souls of Men ; if it be to make plain the great things in 
Religion to the underſtandings of Men; or whatever 
the import of it is, in relation to Faith or Virtue, 
which is the condition of our Salvation, it is to be 
found in this Church ; whoſe Conſtitution is apt and 
fit to do all this: And St: Fade ſeems to tell us,: that 
true Edification was a ſtranger to thoſe who ſeparated 
from the common building ; but thoſe who kept 'to the 
Communion of the Church, built - themſelves in their 
moFf holy Faith, and pray d in the Holy GhofF. And 
the honeft Chriſtian, with greater aſſurance, may ex- 
peCt the Grace and Bleſlings of Chriſt, and the Divine 
Spirit , whoſe Promiſes are made to them, who con- 
tinue in the Communion of the Church , and not 
to them who divide from the Body, and have greater 
hopes of Edification from their Teacher , than the 
Grace of God, from ApoJos, that waters, than from 
on the' chief Husbandman , who gives. the en- 
CTCAIle. 
2. This Conſtitution is usd and manag{d in the beſt 
way, by the Paſtours of our Church, to Edifie the Souls 
of Men. This will appear, if we. conſider theſe. two 


things: - | | 
L *) 6 That 


—- 
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_ -»1-"That there are ſtrict Commands under. great) 
Penalties laid upon the 'Paſtours of our Church to 'do 
this; who arei'not left. to their..own freedom , and. 
private judgment, or - the force onely of common 
Chriſtianity upon them, rhus to improve Mens Souls 
committed to their charge ; but have Temporal Mulcts 
and Eccleſiaſtical Cenſures held over them, to keep 
them to their Duty. That when' they do inform or: 
dire& their Flocks about their Belief, they ſhould keep. 
to the Analogy of Faith, or Form of found Words. 
Or when they perſwade. to praftice, their Rules and 
Propoſitions muſt be according to Godlineſs, - That 
whenever they Exhort 'or -Rebuke, Preach or. Pray-;. 
whenever they Dire&, or Anſwer the Scruples of Mens- 
Minds,. in: the whole Exerciſe and Compaſs of. their 
Miniſtry, they are to have an-Eye to the. Creed.; to 
regard Mercy and Juſtice , the Standard of good Man: 
ners; in: ſhort, - to preſerve: Faith. and a good, Con . 
ſcience . with . ſubſtantial Devotion ; which will to. the 
purpoſe - Edifie Mens. Souls, and eftectually fave. 
them. | 
2. Fhat- theſe Commands are obey'd by the Pa-. 
ſtours of our Church, and they do all things in it to 
Edifieation.. For the truth of this, we appeal to good 
Men, and wiſe Men, in the Communion of our Church, 
who have Honeſty and Judgment to confeſs this truth, 
and with gratitude acknowledge, that the Paſtours of 
the Church of E d-have led them into the ways 
of Truth and Righteouſneſs, cured their Ignorance, 
and reform'd their Lives, 2nd upon good grounds given. 
them an aſſurance of: Heaven. To fay ſuch as: theſe. 
are prejudic'd, and -want ſincerity and knowledge to 
paſs -a judgment, is onely-to prove, what :we juſtly 
ſuſpe&, that they want true Edification them- 
ſelves, and ſhould be better taught 'the rine of 
| Charity. 
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Charity: Our Protefant Neighbours, impartial Judges, 


_ will give their Teſtimony to this Truth, - who have 


The Un- 
reaſonable- 
neſs of Se- 
paration, 
pe 117» 


2 Cor. 11, 
19. 


own'd and commended-the Government of this Church, 
condemn'd the Separation , magnifi'd the Prudence, 
Piety , and-Works of' her Governours and Paſtours , 
and wiſh'd, that they and their charge were. under ſuch 
a Diſcipline ; and- tranflated many of' their 'Pious and 
Learned Works, 'to Edifie and Gave their People. Our 
diſſenting Brethren' themſelves on leaſt in the good 
Mood, and out of the heat of Diſpute) give their con- 
ſent to this, that the Taſtrutions and Ditcourſes of our 
Paſtours from their Pulpits;' are-Solid, Learned , Aﬀe- 
@ionate , and/Pjous ; - and their'only Crime was, thar 
ſomerimes they were too well ſtudied , and too good. 
If in the great number of the' Engiiſh Clergy , tome 
few may be lazy , one' particular perſon may clothe: liis 
Do&trine in -too' gay: # drels , another talks Scholaſti- 
cally above the capacity of: his hearers;'.a' third; too 
dufly', 9'fourth r60 'nicely-\and'opinionatively , and 
here and there a Paſtour anſwers not the true deſign 
of Preaching, to inform mens Minds, to guide their 
Conſciences , and move their AfﬀeCtions ; what is this 
to the - general Charge,” That no Ediffcation:1ſo:good 
is tobe had; as in the ſeparate Meetings, the-pretended 
Cauſe of their Separation ? . For 'tis no more'a true 
Cauſe, than want of Accommodation or Room in 
Churches, for ſome to ſeparate , where good: Edifi- 
cation - and Conveniency too -may be eafily had: 
And ſince they compel our Paſtours to ſpeak 'well of 
themſelves,by their detraCtion and ſpeaking ill of them, 
they muſt gladly ſuffer them as fools, ' boldly to fay, 
That ſince the Reformation , and many hundred years 
before, there hath not been a Clergy., ſo Learned and 
Pious, fo Prudent and Painful, and every way induſtri- 
ous to Edifte and fave the Souls of' Men , as now-is in 
the Egliſh Church. The 


That thoſe” of AE iy Wer , myo jw efice. or *! 
paration,, do, phaancs SN better Edification, 
We have prov'd already , my good and ſufficient Edi- | 
2s to Ys by Bok of Men, is $0 y bo Ar 
the, E»g/iſh Chur or 11 tea Jaioly, the Ar- 
ticles v Faith,, _ and layiny 4 Tenkg clearly Rules of 
Manners , uſing welkco Prayers, and proper | 
Adminiſtration of Sacraments, be not good, and ſuffi- 
cienf ax why I on not has enon means : 
it, may be heating of fancy ,. ſtirring up of Sage Fe 
this, or that ;. Men may. as: "well defing the a. 
they call Wit, as what Edification, means. - And t 
fore to deſert the plain and greatDuty of our Church- 
Communion, for diſputable, doubtful,. or truly miſta- 
ken Edifigation. ,, 45 to be. guilty, of, bh og of. you, 
In, moſt ES to der ar 1s better , 8, ve 
uires..a; ſincere and ke ring | 
and ſoit is in the buſineſs.of ons | F: 141 Ing , wh 
x ſo eaſily miſtaken, eſpecially by the generality of 
People , who are, uſually ISNOrant.. -of ſuch. nice 
CP and prejudic'd by their, Parties. and AﬀeCtions, 
and are mutable and warjous, , according. to their fancies. 
' For better Edification , purer fAdminiſtrations and 
Churches , and things that are more excellent ,, abſolute ' 
Perfeftion, and a "+ Spore Way: of erp, .are are 
hard to underſtand, perplex mens minds, ll 
with.innumerable doubts and ſcruples, : and. put ep 
upon: refining and, purging Þ long , till they weaken 
and: deſtroy the-Spirit of Religion. And fo they run 
themſelves-into-a known {in , for dark and difputable 
advantages; whichindeed are pnly Bubakes and Prin 
Syaly'® are ele fee af tollow : 
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' 2. In taking nice arid ſpeculative Notions, for'great 
and Edifying Truths. . When Doftrines have been rais'd, 
only to pleaſe the temper of the curious and inquiſitive; 
yet have made many think, their hearts were warm'd, 
when their.heads and fancies were gratifi'd. And dark 
and obſcure Diſcourſes about Angels, the. ſtate of ſepa- 
rated Souls, and things of the like nature, have made 
ſome call the Preacher high and myſterious; white 
others, teaching the way of Salvation plainly ,_ by 
Faith and a good 'Converſation , have been leſſer'd, 
with'the charaCter of dull, honeſt , and moral Men, 
fit onely for Catechiſts, and Chriſtians of 'the loweſt 
Form. Tickle but their imaginations with 'conjeQural 
Diſcourſes about the Situation of Paradiſe 'of old , or 
Hell now, and you are a ſounder Divine, thanthe, that 
onely draws wholſom Conelufions from Adam's preva- 
rication, to caution you againſt fin'df the like nature, 
or how to avoid thoſe diſmal flames where ever they 
are. And others have been filly and phantaſtick m 
admiring thoſe who have pratled about the length of 
the Sword that guarded Paradiſe, or how the Spirits 
above paſs Eternity away, and ſcorn'd him, who in 
plain methods chalkt them out the way that will lead 
them to Heaven. The ancient Gnoſticks, becauſe they 
made az mixture of the Fewiſh Fables and Genealo- 
ies, of their Lilith and Behemoth, and fetcht in the 
tories of the Gods, out of Orpheus and Philiſtion, '( two 
t Divines in the Pagan Religion ) into plain 'Chrt- 
Rieniry, thought themſelves the moſt knowing Men, 
of the Secrets of God and Heaven; and wondred how 
onely Faith upon Jeſus, and keeping of the Commands, 
could be knowing of God, or Wiſdom from above. 
The wranglings of the Schools, with their fire di- |. 
ſtinftions and barbarous terms, fitter for Magick than 
Chriſtianity, by their Diſciples have been priz'd for 
great 
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geatgnd precious Truths. ; COT Raptures, 
ts, worms, Pewe's once the 'Brain to ſwim , have ® 
farce hearers —_ themſelves, and then chought " 
them the DiQtates , and the Teachings of 
God; and the more dark and obſcure the Doctrine hath 2 
been, the greater illumination it was eſteem'd, and 
call'd a noon-day Thought, which was a mid- night 
9 Such things as paſs with too many, tor 
ving Truths ; t part of Mankind, being igno- ' 
_ in their Heads, nd- corrupt in their Practice, 
eſpous'd to Parties and Intereſts, having Conſtitutions 
and: Paſſions fit for theſe, they readily ſwallow them'. 
down. The Apoſtle confirms the truth of this, telling 2 Tim.4.3; 
us, the time will come, when they will not endure ond 
Dottrine , but after their own lufts ,” ſhall they wer hi 
themſeboes' Teachers, - having itching Ears, caus' 
on diſeaſe of Vice within, which, | is not to be pike 
oy good Phyſick, but onely ſcratch'd-and gratifi'd ; and 
the Food , | though wholſom and good, be not 
to their Palate and Fancy, they complain of hunger 
and ſtarving: "Theſe and' many more are the In- | .Y 
ſtances of a weak and fickly nature, - craving onely nice i 
and: curious things for Spiritual Meat, and kerking at . 
the ſincere Milk ont the Word, plain and ſubſtantial 
Truths, that it may grow thereby. - To give therefore 
a liberty to every Man to run from an eſtabliſhed 
Church, upon the account' of better Edification, which 
is ſo often and eaſily miſtaken, is to dire& Men'into 
temptation and'a ſhare," and” is dangerous and ſinful; 
and when once the * pap is open, where will, eſpecially 
the Vulgar, ſtop? May we not add, that this pretence 
of better Edification is very fit-t0 di mfr 
other: Vices 2*: When 'Contrevyerſics . te indy 
- op _—_—— i and 
Dues, 
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* 2. In taking 'nice arid ſpeculative Notions, for preat 
and Edifying Truths. . When DoErines have been rais'd, 
only to pleaſe the temper of the curious and inquiſitive; 
yet have made many think, their hearts were warm'd, 
when their.heads and fancies were pon And dark 
and obſcure Diſcourſes about Angels, the. ſtate of ſepa- 
Coloſ.2.18 rated Souls, and things of the like nature, have made 
ſome call the Preacher high and myſterious; white 
others, teaching the way of Salvation plainly ,_ by 
Faith and a good 'Converſation , have been leſſer'd,, 
wich'the charaCter of dull, honeſt , and moral Men, 
fit 'onely for Catechiſts, and Chriſtians of 'the loweſt 
Form. Tickle but their imaginations with conjeQural 
Diſcourſes about the Situation of Paradiſe 'of old , or 
Hell now, and you are a ſounder Divine, thanthe, that 
onely draws wholſom Conclufions from Adam's preva- 
rication, to caution you apainſt fin'f the like nature, 
or how to avoid thoſe diſmal flames waere ever they 
are. And others have been filly and phantaſtick m 
admiring thoſe who have pratled about the length of 
the Sword that guarded Paradiſe, or how the Spirits 
above paſs Eternity away, and ſcorn'd him, who in 
plain methods chalkt them out the way that will lead 
; bs Tien2-4- them to Heaven. The ancient Gnoſticks, becauſe they 
'v made a mixture of the Fewiſh Fables and Genealo- 
| gies, of their Lilith and Behemoth , and fetcht in the 
Stories of the Gods, out of Orpheus and Philiſtion, -( two 
t Divines in the Pagan Religion ): into plain Chri- 
ianity, thought themſelves the moſt knowing Men, 
of the Secrets of God and Heaven ; and wondred how 
onely Faith upon Jeſus, and keeping of the Commands, 
could be knowing of God, or Wiſdom from above. 
The wranglings of the Schools, with their fire di- . 
ſtinftions and barbarous terms, fitter for Magick than 
Chriſtianity , by their Diſciples have been priz'd for 
- great 
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tand recious Truths. "AndEnthufiaſtick Raptures, 
grea &* once the Brain to ſwim , have 
fratcht the þ Hvarnbs won themſelves, and then thought 
them the Dictates , and the Teachings of 
God; and the more dark and obſcure the Doctrine hath 


been, the greater illumination it was eſteem'd, and 


call'd a noon - day t, which was a mid-night 
- re Such _—P as theſe paſs with too many, for 
ving Truths ; t part of Mankind, being igno- 


_ in their Hea s, and- corrupt in their Practice, 
eſpous'd to Parties and Intereſts, having Conſtitutions 
and Paſſions fit for theſe, they readily ſwallow them'. 
down. The Apoſtle confirms the truth of this, telli 
us, the time will come , when they will not endure ſong 
Doftrine , but after their own lufts , ſhall they heap to 
themſelves: Teachers, having itching Ears, causd by 
ſome diſeaſe of Vice within, which is not to be cured 
4 good Phyſick, but onely ſcratch'd-and gratifi'd ; and 
the Food , ' though wholſom and good, be not 
to their Palate and Fancy, they complain of hunger 
and ſtarving; ' Theſe and' many more are ' the In- 
ſtances of a weak and fickly nature, craving onely nice 
and: curious things for Spiritual Meat, and kecking at 
the ſincere Milk of '-the Word, plain and ſubſtantial 
Truths, that it may grow thereby. To give therefore 
2 liberty to every Man- to run from an eftabliſhed 
-Church, upon the account” of better Edification, which 
is ſo often and eaſily miſtaken, ' is to dire&t Men'into 
temptation and'a-'ſhare;" and” is dangerous and ſinful; 
and when once -the © gap is open, where will, eſpecially 
the Vulgar, ſtop? May we _— HS 
of better Edifieation 15-very keg omen 
other! Vices 2'\ When ret bart BP 
rien, From ar! unjuſt Jenial - the Minifters' 
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Dues, or the accidentsof givil.converſation, they make 


the Miniſtry, ,, that, was| ſpiritual and good before, t 
be call'd dull and mean, and better muſt be ſought elſe- 
where; while onely Revenge or Covetouſnels us at the 
bottom. Wandring Reports,or their qwa laviſh, Tongue, 
and cenſorious Temper ,- . have. 'calld .fome Paſtgurs, 
onions or Intemperate, or branded them with; other 
ices, and then cry out, they cannot, Edifie in ſuch'a 
Church ; and ſo make one fault help out another,. and 
Defamation muſt excule their Schiſm, :; 1 
....2.. In taking the Opinians of Parties for undoubted 
Lruths eflential to. falvation.' When men [have ance 
| wedded a Party, and the Opinions peculiar to it, they 
magnifie'and prapagate:them, grow. furious:for' their 
defence, and call them the beſt. part of Rebgion :' and 
if theſe be not abetted-and cry'd up, by-the Paſtours:bf 
our Church,,.or they diftet jrom them in-explications. 
and diſtinCtions of them,, ;the way, of .lalvation-is not 
taught, they do not improve their Spiritual condition , 
and therefore: is-a juſt cauſe of their Separation. '- Be- 
cauſe the Notion-or - Explication;}of Faith, and: Spirit:, 
Church, and Grace, Juſtification, Regeneration, -Con- 
verſion., Adoption, and other things of the like! na- 
cure, are generally difterent/in. our Church-from thoſe 
of the Separation, they. therefore cry we deſtroy the 
faviog Truths of the Goſpel.;; and inſtead of being 
Edifid,. they ;find themſelves, weakned -in; their Chri- 
ſtian, Fairh,. Though 'tis:plain to;2all (impartial judg- 
meaty,:that heir. fenſe and, interpretation of them;: by 
natural . conſequences leſlen the, Grace of, the Goſpel, 
and, give, ſecurity to lazy Sinners; a ſtrange fort of 
Edification |; For though our Charity.is not fo narrow, 


en, rig. lus. concluſions; yet however, : this alters. 
; 3 not. 


[4] 
gothic” hithre! of theſe land:theirneonfe- 
uices;! and 'who knows how far then ob dll Principles 
6 improve them? Such'is-thei perverſe and angry! 

temper "of many about their own Opinions ,, no way” 
 neceflary to 'falvation , - wherein wiſe men and good: 


men may differ, which are not ſtared: by Authority, . 


and thay not be determin'd till Blzas come 3 'yet:if theſe 
be npt infiſted on; and preſs'd with vehemency, the. 
grtar things of the Goſpel are omitted, and truths are 
wanin to their perfection. And if once the People 
re poileſs'd with Opinions'and Notions, they grow: 
ietbe about them,” and'eall- them falvation-truths, :and: 
run head- fong; into'a-Sea'of diſorder 3 and tumult, for' 
their" defence. © The Diſciples of the fifth Monarchy; 
the Pretenders to the Spirit, the Enemies of Childrens 
Baptiſm, think themſelves —_ and the Goſpct hid. 
den, if cafjially they hear you gr rar 
the King, dorn'of Jetas,: the-O of the Spirit, and 
that Ae Taftiurion, pda from'their lewd iſenſe; 


And many >. /ararh ;-when determin'd. after a great / 


Neth net 1 rg and expence of time, may 


m_ hovdedee ,/ brit NotFaith and: a: 
Pain. fr "'The-early and beft| 
ack rhe  thierfelves mi ter rt) —— 
Heaven, | -rnk ohely knew' Feſus and the "Reſutrettion 
in their full extent; and theWorld being ſuch illJud 
abour any, other Edification, it would be well if 
_ turd” o this 'g66d old wayy:and reſt fatisftt.there; 
rake the Invontionsof Men, 'Rhetdnick .oi-fub- 
rag ular intereſt; or conjectures, ar the Pillars of 
the Temj | t their Faith; and fo. upon the 
cation rhe a — of the 
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Matth.6.16- unprofitable ; pale Cheeks and hollow Looks have been 


[18] 

- 3. In taking ſudden heats'and warmth for true Edj- 
fication. When melting tones, affeftionate expreſſions, 
ſolemn looks and: behaviour, paſſion and vehemency, 
and other Arts, have play'd upon the fancy, and pur. 
their conſtitutions into different motions, ſome have. - 
thought themſelves ſo ſtrangely Edifi'd, as though. 
it was the impulſe and powerful aQing, of the,Divine. 
Spirit ; which many times is no more: than. a' bright 
or a {owring ay can do, acting upon the Animal Spi- 
rits ; and a Doſe of Phyſick will do the fame. And. 
if they carry the men no further, improve no virtue. 
in them, they are nothing elſe but dowaright fleſh and 
blood. And they are: hot and cold, high and low, 
very changeable and uncertain, according as the hu- 
mours flow, and as is the bodily temper of the men. 
Upon: this.account ſome are melted into Tears, and. 
others are fired into Rage and Zeal ; their Spirits, like 
Tinder, eafily catching the flame : and theſe have hap. . 
pened in the worſt of Men, ſerving onely the Defi 

of Fury and Hypocrifie; and can no more be called 
Edification, than the Fire from the Altar, that may 
conſume the Temple, Zeal, Yet ſuch miſtakes as 
theſe havebeen too common ; Anger and Revenge have 
been called Zeal for: God ; Trade and Intereſt have 
been Baptized Chriſtianity ; Fury and Fumes of 'the 

Stomach have been thought the Divine Spirit ; ridi- - 
culous Looks and un Poſtures have been fancid 

true Acts of Devechmande when they themſelves were 

pleas'd, and in the good humour, God was reconeil'd ; 

and when they were dull and heavy , the Spirit was 

withdrawn : and according as theſe heats and bodily 

paſſions were ſtirr'd, fo the Miniſtry was Edifying or 
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counted figns of Grace, and the Diſeaſes of their body: 


paſsd:for the Virtue-of their: mind:/ Andwhen a Dov © '  +Þ 
&trine hath been fo" inſinuated,'as'to hit 'and-favaur-. © 


theſe, they were — improv'd, and had. obtain'd” 
a good degree in Religion. ' Many of theſe .may' be-, 
beginnings, or occaſions, leading: unto Religion, and-+ 
may ſerve ſome good purpoſes in men. that can;manage +. 
them well; © but: to cry up theſe for Edification;:and' - 
going on 'unto perfeCtion, 15 to betray their Peoplerinto- . 
the power of every Cheat and Impoſtor, who hath ». 
the knack to raiſe theſe heats, which paſs for reaſon : . 
and 'convition”-of mind ; ':and 'moſt 'commonly. are! - 
gn hindratices to>ſolid and reaſoning , plain: . 
ſcourſes, the true: way to -Edifidation, 'to. make firm / . 
and laſting impreſſions upon the mind; while the- filly : 
andthe weak, who are-moſt ſubje&t- to theſe heats;and: 
colds, the uncettain motions'vf! their Spirits, are fickle: 
and” inconſtant, turning! round-in-iall Religions; ſuch- . 
merF-being-all Sail, are morecaſily toſtabout withevery: . | 


- 3. Argument to confirm/the Anſwer,:isz/That pre-- . 
tence of" better Edification will * cauſe endleſs /Divibons. . 
- inthe Church. This Queſtion doth ſoppoſe, that eve-- - 

ry:man muſt judge ; and fo great a part of-the World- : 
| being ignorant and vicious, -partial and. .prejudic'd,: _ "2 
falſe and infincere to themſelves and others, they-may. .. We. 

run from Teacher to 'Teacher:, -from Presbyterian'to , "I 

Independent, from 9 to Anabaptif, or 'Quas. ,. 
ker, and never ſtop till they come at their. Grave,. to 
find out better Edification; : evex learning ,. and. neuer. 2 
coming to the knowledge 'of the truth ; ever eking, nods * Pn-p-F . - 
never' fatisf'd',--till” 'they - find | the Pattern -upon--the 
Mount! 'or-the -new Jeruſalem |be :come; down _ 

SE above, 


o 


[2e0J] 
above; 1tallrfioy: inet with Hpch, a: perfet ee 
pertiaps will.nevr be here-apon earth,” rill 
Matſtes:cames3.;iTheagnorant will: cafily maiſinke n=" 
who. can know the | heart and' intention of the falſe 
and the Hypocrite?-:And the Governour hath nothing - 
= _ here;to retrencl-this liberty, which, as hh 
engdy1icirher born-with them, or given them by God. : 
ababiovain; :may not-every dingle-perſon-be a Church, - 
leaving all 'other! Chriſtian Societits;: fancying : that he 
can better Edifie at home with the workings of his own 
' mind,” and ſome pretended-infuſtons of the Spirit, that 
 he:1hallt berter- meet within; his; privacies-and- retite-- 
ments, . than in» atexterpal and: carnal-Miniſtry and 
Crowd? When once they have torn the Unity of the. 
Church in pieces, and 'ſet up their - more Edifyi 
Meetings, incomes whole ſhoals of Vices; Envy-and 
Detrathon ,:Strife and; Emulation ,: Mayrmurings agd-. 
Complainings,. |Fiercendla.and, Mrath ,z:489d 2 great: 
number! of. '|Mmore;,: prejudicial, 'to the- \State: of - 
the Kingdom, the intereſt of Families, the good of; 
Friendſhip and all civil Converſation; a mins Edi- 
fication, i deftroying ithe: very;; Soul : of. Chyiſtianity ! 
The fameiPrinciples chat divide. them from this Church,; 
will crurtble!them!into/cadiels Parties 5 and every little: 
Chip' may':call .it ſelf a Building, and foi deſtroy all 
good Government and Diſcipline, fo neceſlary to pro- 
pagate and preſerve Chriſtianity in the World; And 
ſhould. Line to ſee that fatal day, when the Govyern- 
met in our Church. ſhould" be diſioly'd , and' liberty 
given to. every man,7upon Pretence of better Fdifios-. 
| tion; tochuſe- his Paſtour, and- his Church ; fo many 
- Miſchiefs and Confuftons would-follow from it, that 
if there was any. regard ito comman Chriftianity,,on 
_ of f cemporal happines Jeſt within their Breadh, 


they 
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theſe happening ſeverely ſomerimes' to the beſt of Pa 
| ours. as well'as the worſt. "And they have-no cure 
+ for this, having pur a power into the Pedples hands 
- which-they cannot recal ; for neither King, Parliament, 
- Biſhop, or Paſtour, can'tell them what is Edification'ſo 
- well as themfelves. And are the Paſtoursof the Church 
' tobeſo treated and trifled with, who derive their Offices 
and Authority from God to Command-and Perſwade, 'to 

' Rebuke and Exhort , 'and have the Charge bf Souls 
'-committed to them, *for fancies , *peeviſhneſs and 'hu- 
'mour, to be ſcorn'd'and'diſcountenancd, and have' their 

- Miniſtry rendred uſelefs, 'and"the'Sheep to:govern'the 
Shepherd 2 But what-if our Paſtour be idle or 'retnifs 
in his Duty, or corrupt in his Faith, and teacheth 
Errour inſtead 6f ſound Dodrine , and we hive no 
means of Edification ? ' what muſt we'do ? 'muſt we take 

' in'Poyſon for Food ?' or not*be'fcd at all 2 'To be ſure, 
you 'muſt 'not run intg' Schiſnatical ' Separation 3” *tis 
more tolerable to go to'other Congregations of our Comn- 
munion ; that may be irregular, but 'tis not Schifmati- 
-eal: -but thanks be 'to God, we have a Government, 
which upon'a juſt ard-modeft Complaint, wilt quicken 
the lazy and negligent; corre the Heretical Paſtour, 


a 


and reſtore to you true Edification. | 


_ That this Diſcourſe may prevailupon fuch who make 
this Queſtion, Tgdefire to recommend theſe two follows 
ing things, which are very reaſonable, to their conſide- 
ration. 6 1+ | "2 ; Fo . | } +" 
1. That it they fancy any Defefs m our Govern» 
"ment, 'they ſhould not hence conclude, that they have 


not. ſufficent Edification in the Church to fave their 
"Souls." "upon 'a-nice ſearch and critical ma” * + 
| think, © 


"a 


_ 'finful.- Have not''Divine Services: 'beet1 accepted?, 


On) | 
think they: have found ſome little Flaws znd Defetts, | 
improper” Phraſes (doubtfulSenſes;- and; ſome ſmall 
Omiſhons' in the 'matter '6f our 'Prayers and -Diſei- 
pline, yet let them not conclude; that-theſe can weigh 
in the ballance- againſt the black ſin of - Schiſm/ and 
Separation, and all.its ſad Cn which is &x- 
;cus'd by nothing elſe but terms:of. Communion plainly 


which were leſs perfe&t, and camenot up to their rule? 
asis plain in Hezekiah'sPaſſover, which was not' to the 
Purification 4 the Santtaary ,- yet the.\good ' King's 2 Chron. 
Prayer, and the neceſſity of the time, preval'&with God 321% 19, 
zo heal the People, that is, to repute them/cleatiiand 
' well prepard, and their Sacrifice and Devotion 
good. Is there no Reverence to be paid to the Pi-- 
. aus Authors of ' our Service and Reformation , - but 
to: tell them, they: muſt divide -from them ,” -were 
they now living 2 ' for they cannot Edifie under! that 
Religion' and: Government ' for' which they dy'd. 
Is there, or will there ever' be any Government 'in 
the Church, ſo well fram'd and built , but ſome cu» | - 
-rious Surveyor - can-ſpy out ſome diſproportion or Pat. 
ill ſhape, eſpecially if aſſiſted by-ilf- Nature ,-- Emu- . 
lation, the Spirit of Pride *and- Contention ; which Rs 
is ever quick-ſighted. abroad;,* and blind” at home> "= 
the difficulty of knowing what| is\, utmoſt perfe- _— 
Qion, and abſolute - purity of | Adminiſtrations , 
(which , till attain'd , theſe Men think "they are'not 
to reſt in dny Church )) ſhould 'make them! judge 
candidly, interpret fairly, and comply* with every | 
thing , that is not ſinful, to preſerve- Peace” and - I 
Love. When Men 'in the Eng/iſþ Church are plain- = 
ly taught to believe well, to-live well, and to dye "0 
well; and have / good: and proper Offices to —_ = 
| | D t SR 
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. theſe great -purpoſes., in-order:'to :their-Salvation , 
i What -can they deſire : more? To be better, -or (more 
ſav'd, 'we know not: what-it means. To leave ſuth. 
a>Communion, : upon, ſuch..an-account,. proceeds front 
;/peevidbneſs , ; uncharitableneſs , or: ſome lf Principle ; 
and : is-downright Schiſm , ;if ever. there ,was :Schiſm 
4n-.the -Werld. ——_ ;but- an | honeſt , ſincere and 
teachable mind , and-at will iGiad- improvement iand 
advantage -in Offices ;and , Adminiſtrations .fuller of 
ſpots. and nar or aan 2pfiad 
in the !Zxg/ifþ Church ;. ; but .it the mind: be \byaſ-- 
{ed [by.a Party , or corrupted \by., Deſigns , if its 
| Palate be vitiated, the beſt Foad is coarſe, and.infipid to- 
it:. 


2. (Let-Edificatian:; be plac'd in the > ſubſtantial” 
things. of-Religion. --Some.:reyolt:;from.:.our Churoty. 
for: things wherein: the, Paſtour; is- ſolely concern'd; 
and; others for: things of | decency. , and indifferen-- 

 .&y ; :; but- theſe things, do - not- concern the: Caſe- of - 
Edification. 'That,a right; Faith, and an honeſt 'Con-- 
erſation ,.are:not /taught,in-our: Church, /is:-onely a- 
ſcandal. caſt upon her ,j to:; plead-for -their unjuſt Se.. 
Paration. jFor after: the bach Plainly.and. :diſtin&aly. 
taught the.-Artieles of Faith, (asiwas provid- be- 
fore ) with - the ſame Spirit-,and >Ztal*the - com-. 
mands- and-preſſes: Juſtice s! Humility , Mer ,and.- 
every -Vartue ;that: is \neceffary; [toi a : true Chriſtian 
Life , and; both;.under; the Penalty: of; Eternal !Dam-- 
Bation : ;theſe,; and theſe alone, do-;truly Edifie the 
Soulsof Men ; i-as; is: plain , [:if: wwe :confider , ;-that- 
our. Prayers,1and: Sacraments , : our" Churches . Cere-- 
4DANICS and Diſcipline , ,agd-all other: parts:11n;Reli- - 
£100 © 616:1Norderto.,; and. miniſter untoiFaith their 

; | | | head, 


g="©1 


hezd; - that worlts- by love :- andthe neater: theſe 
| apptoach unkts., andthe greater '{eovice: they: db 

to- this! deſign , ' the greater drgree: ' have 
in Religion , and' more value is' ſer! u them. 
This is that Religion- which our: firſt: Parent was 


_ of in his Paradiſe and: ifinoceticy; © Noah ' and: his * - 


Poſterity in' their' Precepts;/ and Pious. Men'-in 
different Countries before: the ILaw of Maſs: thaw 
ferv'd God. And the-ſtcope and ains of the: Fewifh: 
Law', with: its Fernple and Urenfils ,. its Figures 
_ and! Ceremonies, was to-difcipline and teach Mem 
thus to' be! good), with-allowance to the Nature 
of that Peopke', and' the Times they liv'd! in. 
And the beſt and moſt” knowing Pagavs thoughr 
fach a Religion as this woukd oſt CO 
who therefore in ſome meaſure did: accept it, 'and 
reward it with' grezter” Diſcoveries/, as is plain 


mn Corne/tas , ' 'the Que#ty 'off Candares TFreafurer |; a2: to. 


and others, who R_ Law, were s Eaw 
- unto; therifelves. Ks 
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| teouſneſs and Goodneſs ;; proceeding from, Faith, 


their root ,. will -make: us ;truly good. 1s .it--to 
give us @ clearer Knowledge and worthy Con- 
ceptions of God? ſuch a- prattical Religion as 
this, beſt- prepares for greater knowledge, and in 
Scripture - ſence is knowing! of him. ,- Is it Rel 
gion to love God? the love ; of God, conſiſts in- 
obedience to his Precepts, ſubmiſſion. to his Will:, 
and reſignation to his Providence ; | otherwife- *tis 
flattery and. fondneſs. Is it the deſign of Reli- 
gion to bleſs Mankind here, and edifie them in their 
diflerent relations > ſuch a Religion as. this in our 
Church will do all that , and make the World a 
Paradiſe once 'more. This will give us the beſt 


character to” judge by , wherher we ſhall. be fav'd 


or na, being: the; perfeQion; of all other marks 
and ſigns of our aſſurance of, Life and Glory, 'When, 
we are ſo Edifi'd. and Religious , 'we are certain , 
that we are juſtifi'd and- adopted , ' accepted. and. 


- treated like the Sons of God; that / we: are in 
--: Chriſt ;; and. have our wedding-Garmeats on,, ,our 


proper-qualifications for-the ſtate of Heaven, , Such. 
an honeſt Principle as this , makes. our Prayers, to- 
be heard, our Devotions to be regarded, our Hopes 
to be ſtrengthened; - - This is the great. intention 


_ of Chriſtianity, the Holy of Holys.of our Temple , 


and . all: Religion.' - Such a, Religion as this bein 
fo ſtrongly enjoyn'd. and ,zealouſly taught in = 


Church, no. ways difguisd by a dreſs of Phraſes, 


or corrupted into ſoft and luſhious. ſences,, we 
need not. complain for - want of the means of 
Grace -and Edification;; ,we-need not crols. the Seas, 
or- rin. into private; corners for, it ; tis nigh, us, 
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even '\at- our Doors 3 in-the'eſtabliſhid. Governnr, 
ment -of the 'Churcli' of *Exgland!\+» Same Wer to.\\ 
ay, that brown Bread and-the Goſpel :was; vety -: 


good Fare; but now they are/ grown as: nice and?/! .1 : v4 


delicate about Religion and: Edification ; :s\ 'abotit [1 
Sawces and Dreſſes. Thanks be to: Godi,v"tis-ar;, 
knowing Age, I wiſh it was as good. The Cor- 
ruption of it doth not ariſe for want of Know- 
ledge and Information ; if it doth, the Cure is 
near, let them value that Church and Govern- 
ment that hath all things in- it ſufficient to Mens. 
Salvation. Let them not think ſo light of Schiſm , 
and ſpeaking evil of the Rule and Diſcipline in our 
Church, ſo A and neceſſary. to. the. preſervation. of 
Chriſtianity ; let them not cry up other Pauls and 4. . 
polbogs; any other Teachers making Diviſions among, 
us, than this Church hath allowed for their Edi 
fication ; which is ſo far from Spiritual Edifica- 


tion , that it calls ſuch Men Carnal. For the de. 2 ©0r-3-4- 


ſire of any other Nouriſhment , heftde ſuch *plain 
Food , is Spiritual Pride aud Wantonneſs; and 
they pamper their Fancies, while they ſtarve 
their Judgments. Let us therefore ſtick to ſuch 
a manly Religion, one great part of which is, 
to preſerve Obedience, Peace, and Order; and 
ſay of our Church, that teacheth it; as” the 
Diſciples of its Author; Thou art he, and we 
ſeek. for no other : whither ſhall we go? thou ha## 
the Words of Eternal Life. ' She hath all things 


in her that are neceſſary for the perfeiting of Epiicl 4. 


the Saints, for the Work of the Miniſtry, for 
the Edifying of the Body ; till we all come in the 
Unity of the Faith, and of the Knowledge of = 
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'on, in Anſwer, to: Mr. Baxter. and 
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8. The Caſe of mixt Communion : Whether it.be - 


Lawful to Separate from-a Church upon the account of - 
promiſcuous Congregations and mixt Communions ? 
9. An Anſwer to the DifſentersObjeQions againſt the | 
Common Prayers, and ſome other parts of Divine Ser- - 
: vice preſcribed in the Liturgy-ofthe-Church-of England. 
| Io: The Caſe of Kneeling at. the Holy Sacrament . 
; ſtared and reſolved, &c, The firſt Part. : : 
xx. Certain Caſes of Conſcience, &c. The: ſecond * 
Part. : 12. As 
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Þ. Books Printed for F incham Gardiner. © ©? 
12. A Diſcourſe of Profiting by. Sermons, and of go- : 
ing to hear where men think they can profit moſt. 

13. A ſerious Exhortation , with ſome important 
Advices, relating to the late Caſes about. Conformity, 
recommended to the preſent Diſſenters from the 
Church of England. 

14. An Argument for Union ; taken from the true 
intereſt of thoſe Diſlenters in Erg/and who profeſs and 
call themſelves Proteſtants. + 20 

5. The Caſe of Kneeling, Sc. The Second Part. 
1x6. SomeConfiderationsabout the Cafe of Scandal, 

or giving Offence to Weak Brethren. + / * 
FE 17. The Caſe of Infant-Baptiſm, in Five Queſtions, 
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x. A Diſcourſe about the charge of Novelty upon 
the Reformed Church of Exy/ard, made by the Papiſts 
asking of us the Queſtion', Where was our Religion 
before Luther & Fas comp tae 

2. A Diſcourſe about Tradition , ſhewing what is 
meant by it, and what Tradition is to be received; and 
what Tradition is to be rejected. | 

3- The difference of the Caſe between the Separa- 
tion of Proteſtants from the Church of Rome, and the 
Separation of Diſſenters from the Church of Zxg/axd. 

4. The Proteſtant Reſolution of Faith, &c. 


